
Yesterday, after enjoying 

the òcave rideó and the 

conference dinner (there 

was only desert missing), 

Marko Grobelnik and 

Wray Buntine took us 

on a trip 

into the 

past, dating 

back to ICML 1999, also 

hosted in Bled. Now we 

are òliving the presentó, 

but how do you imagine 

the future of this confer-

ence? One answer was 

right there, at the confer-

ence dinner (image on the 

right).   

Todayõs in-

vited talk will 

be given by 

M a r k 

Greaves, from 

Vulcan Inc., 

USA. His talk is entitled òThe 

Growing Semantic Webó. 

ABSTRACT: 

From its beginnings in 2004, 

the data available on the web 

in Semantic Web formats has 

typically been both eclectic 

and relatively small, and closely 

linked the interests of par-

ticular researchers. In the 

past year, however, the 

quantity and scope of data 

published on the public se-

mantic web has exploded, 

and the size of the semantic 

web is now measured in the 

billions of assertions. It is a 

significant and growing re-

source for applications 

which depend on web-based 

resources for some or all of 

their knowledge. With this 

massive increase in quantity 

and scope come many opportu-

nities, as well as the usual is-

sues of scale on the web: in-

consistency, mapping problems, 

incompleteness and data vari-

ability. This talk will cover the 

history and current state of the 

Semantic Web and the Linked 

Data Cloud, describe some of 

the uses to which web-based 

semantic data is currently put, 

and discuss prospects for the 

ECML/PKDD community to 

leverage this growing web of 

data. 

 

Third Conference Day...  

Invited Talk: 

T H U R S D A Y  1 0 .  

S E P T E M B E R   

TODAYõS HIGH -

L I G H T S  

¶ 9:00 - 10:30 

Invited talk: Mark 

Greaves 

¶ 20:00 - ... 

Poster Session 

Wednesdayõs and 

Thursdayõs papers  

NEWSLETTER 

N E W S L E T T E R  

C O N T A C T  

For comments, remarks, 

questions regarding this 

newsletter, please email: 

e c m l p k d d 0 9 n e w s l e t -

ter@gmail.com  

C O M M U N I T Y  

M E E T I N G  

¶ 17:40 - 19:30  

 

The PAST, PRESENT and FUTURE of ECML PKDD 

Ralf Steinberger, the invited 

speaker that day, was men-

tioning a challenge in his talk: 

òusing simple methods that do 

not require many language-

specific resourcesó. Now the 

three boys in the image are a 

perfect example 

of how some 

òsimple yet very 

efficient methodsó 

can breach the 

language barrier 

(at least at that 

age).   



 

 
 

 

 

 

NURIKABE  

http://www.puzzle-

nurikabe.com/ 

 

Rules:  

 

Find out whether each 

of the cells of the grid 

is "black" or "white".   
 

 

 

 

The black cells  form "the 

nurikabe"  : they must all be 

orthogonally contiguous 

(form a single polyomino), 

number-free, and contain no 

2x2 or larger solid rectangles 

The white cells  form 

"islands" : each number n 

must be part of an n-omino 

composed only of white cells. 

All white cells must belong 

to exactly one island; islands 

must have exactly one num-

bered cell.  

SearchPoint  

Slovenia Seen by a Foreigner  

 

òPekel Pri 

Borovnició. 

And if you like 

waterfalls itõs a 

place to go.    

If you prefer 

visiting cities, 

you should of 

course start 

with the capi-

tal, but also have a look at 

Ptuj, the oldest city in Slo-

venia or ġkofja Loka, a 

small but very nice city 

close to Ljubljana (and 

donõt leave before trying 

the cakes and ice-cream 

Although it is a small 

country, with a population 

of little over two million 

(which you could easily fit 

in one of Europeõs me-

tropolis), itõs a country 

that never ceases to im-

press you. From the Julian 

Alps, to the littoral region 

(the coastline is only 47 

km), it has about every-

thing, and more. If you 

search a bit, you can even 

find òHelló (òPekeló in Slo-

vene - the rightmost im-

age). Itõs quite close to 

Ljubljana (about 40 km), in 

there).  

Somebody said Slovenia is 

one of Europeõs best hid-

den secrets...Iõll let you be 

the judge of that.  

SearchPoint is a search 

engine add-on which cre-

ates topics of interest 

based on the query search 

results.  

We wanted to know what 

these topics would be if 

we were to query for    

òecml pkdd ó (the left 

image) and òecml pkdd 

2009ó (the right image). 

http://searchpoint.ijs.si/ 


