
BibSonomyó (Task 2). Congratu-

lations! Rosie Jones shared her 

thoughts on privacy issues con-

cerning web search queries. She 

pointed out how query traces 

can reveal a userõs age, gender, 

location, name, that removing 

names and addresses is insuffi-

cient to maintain privacy and 

that privacy of query sessions 

remains an open issue. Never-

the less,  there is 

hope...there is one prov-

able way of safely releas-

ing co-click graphs. The 

conference day ended 

with the Welcome Re-

ception at Bled castle. 

Not too many people 

were brave enough to 

go on foot all the way 

up (although they ar-

rived there earlier than 

most busses). Once arrived, they 

could enjoy the food and drinks 

in a nice atmosphere (if they 

were patient enough to queue). 

And that was ECML PKDD 

2009õs first day... 

And ECML PKDD 2009 

started...with a series of 

workshops and tutorials that 

kept the participants busy 

th roughou t 

the day. The 

O p e n i n g 

C e r e m o n y 

began with an 

overview of 

the past and 

p r e s e n t 

ECML PKDD 

con fe rence 

series, pre-

sented by the 

organizers. The best 

papers were òSparse 

Kernel SVMs via Cut-

t ing-Plane Train-

ingó (machine learn-

ing), òRTG: A Recur-

sive Realistic Graph 

Generator using Random 

T y p i n g ó 

(knowledge discovery) and 

the best student papers 

were òCombining Instance-

Based Learning and Logistic 

Regression for Multi-Label 

Classificationó (machine 

learning), òIdentifying the 

Componentsó (knowledge 

discovery). The Discovery 

Challenge winners were 

òTag Sources for Recom-

mendation in Collaborative 

Tagging Systemsó (Tasks 1 & 

3) and òFactor Models for 

Tag Recommendation in 

Todayõs invited 

talk will be given 

by Shai Ben-

David. His talk is 

entitled òThe Theory-Practice 

Interplay in Machine Learning 

ð Emerging Theoretical Chal-

lenges ó. 

ABSTRACT: 

Theoretical analysis has played 

a major role in some of the 

most prominent practical suc-

cesses of statistical machine 

learning. However, main-

stream machine learning 

theory assumes some strong 

simplifying assumptions 

which are often unrealistic. 

In the past decade, the prac-

tice of machine learning has 

led to the development of 

various heuristic paradigms 

that answer the needs of a 

vastly growing range of appli-

cations. Many useful such 

paradigms fall beyond the 

scope of the currently available 

analysis. Will theory play a simi-

lar pivotal role in the newly 

emerging sub areas of machine 

learning? In this talk, I will sur-

vey some such application-

motivated theoretical chal-

lenges. In particular, I will dis-

cuss recent developments in 

the theoretical analysis of semi-

supervised learning, multi-task 

learning, òlearning to learnó, 

privacy-preserving learning and 

more.  

First Conference Day...  

Invited Talk: Shai Ben -David  

T U E S D A Y  8 .  

S E P T E M B E R   

TODAYõS HIGH -

L I G H T S  

¶ 9:00 - 10:00 

Invited talk: Shai Ben -

David  

¶ 18:00 - 19:00 

Demo Session (you vote 

for the best Demo)  

¶ 20:00 - é 

Poster Session with 

Project Exhibition  

NEWSLETTER 

N E W S L E T T E R  

C O N T A C T  

For comments, remarks, 

questions regarding this 

newsletter, please email: 

e c m l p k d d 0 9 n e w s l e t -

ter@gmail.com  

I N T E R N E T  

¶ Wireless internet 

access: 

Hotel Golf WiFi SSID: 

HotelGolf  

Hotel Park WiFi SSID: 

HotelPark  

No password required.  

¶ Internet and pre-

view room:  

Flora Room, Hotel Golf, 

3rd Floor (opened from 

8:00 - 20:00) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ECML PKDD in SecondLife 

 

Opening and Awards cere-

mony as well the invited talk 

by Rosie Jones were broad-

casted in real time to a vir-

tual conference centre pro-

vided by Nature Publishing 

Group.  

 

Instructions: 

h t tp : / /www.nature.com/

secondnature/basics.html  

 

Visit: 

http://slurl.com/secondlife/

Elucian%20Islands/214/42/58  

 

 

 

 

SLAIS 

Our STAFF  Videolectures.net  

 

ECML PKDD 2009 will 

be registered and avail-

able online thanks to the 

Videolectures.net team. 

The project Videolec-

tures.Net aims at provid-

ing free and open access 

to quality video lectures 

presented at various sci-

entific events throughout 

the world, like confer-

ences, summer schools, 

workshops.    

In case you have any 

questions, remarks, 

suggestions, our 

ECML PKDD 2009 

STAFF Team (easy 

to spot because of 

their RED T-shirts) 

are here for you. 

They will be the 

ones waking up ear-

lier in the morning...  

society has about 100 

members and a long tradi-

tion of promoting theo-

retical and applied re-

search in AI, including ma-

chine learning and KDD. 

 

This visualization was gen-

erated from data on SLAIS 

members' scientific publi-

cations since 1965. It was 

created with Document 

Atlas (http://docatlas.ijs.si) 

using a combination of 

Latent Semantic Analysis 

and Multidimensional scal-

ing to map the authors on 

a 2D map. The background  

light correspond to the 

density and the white key-

words describe the near-

by content.  

SLAIS (Slovenian Artificial 

Intelligence Society, http://

slais.ijs.si/) is an association 

of researchers and practi-

tioners in the field of Arti-

ficial Intelligence in Slove-

nia. It was founded in 1992 

and is a member society of 

ECCAI (European Coordi-

nating Committee for Arti-

ficial Intelligence). The 

http://docatlas.ijs.si  

http://www.nature.com/secondnature/basics.html
http://www.nature.com/secondnature/basics.html
view-source:http://slurl.com/secondlife/Elucian%20Islands/214/42/58
view-source:http://slurl.com/secondlife/Elucian%20Islands/214/42/58
http://docatlas.ijs.si
http://slais.ijs.si/
http://slais.ijs.si/

